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1. CLUB SHOOTING POLICY
The Board of Directors establishes the policies of the Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club. Once established they
can only be changed by a vote of the Board of Directors or by a vote of the membership in conformance with
the procedures established in the Bylaws for such action.
The established policies as they pertain to all activities on Club property are extremely important as they set the
tone for the behavior expected of all who use the property. It also helps to frame and form the specific rules
that are to be enforced for the safety of the membership, guests and the community.
FIRST, LAST AND ALWAYS, SAFETY IS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY.
The Board of Directors establishes the following safety policies:












Target shooting activities are permitted on Club property only on approved range facilities and under the
supervision of authorized personnel.

All who use our range must read and sign the General Liability Waiver to be kept in club archives.
Unsafe behavior is to be controlled by zero tolerance of safety rule violations.
When shooting activities are involved, the three primary safety rules MUST be observed: guns are not to be
loaded until time to use; triggers are not to be touched until time to shoot; guns are always to be pointed in a safe
direction. On our ranges the only safe direction when a gun is able to fire is at the designated target.
All active ranges shall have a designated Range Safety Officer (RSO) on duty. The active RSO shall have the
responsibility to enforce range safety rules and procedures which are detailed in the Standard Operating
Procedures, and shall have the authority to prevent any and all shooters from shooting, including the temporary
closing of the range. All matters involving safety, as they are referred to the club officers and Board, will receive
the highest priority for resolution.
Extended range closure shall be determined appropriate and ordered by the BOD when there is evidence that
unsafe behavior cannot be reliably controlled.
The membership of our club is by invitation only upon application. Club property, including ranges, is not public
property. Our facility is not a training site. Members are expected to know how to handle and shoot the firearms
they bring to the range. It is not the duty of the Range Officer to instruct shooters on the specific operation of their
firearms. It is expected of every member that each one is fully committed to enforcement of established safety
rules and procedures. Any member who is found wanting in regard to the ability to safely handle or shoot
firearms; or to obey the rules of the range; or to maintain good decorum is subject to review by the Board of
Directors for possible expulsion from the club or reorientation and/or other measures deemed appropriate.

Finally, each member is to be committed to acting as a good neighbor and responsible citizen in the
community.

2. RULE CREATION AND APPROVAL
The authority and responsibility for creating, amending or deleting Range Rules for our club resides with the
Board of Directors (BOD). Range Rules are the primary component of this Standard Operating Procedures
(SOP). Both the Range Rules and the SOP can be amended as the need arises. Suggestions from the
membership for improvements to our SOP are sincerely encouraged.
Authority and responsibility to enforce the Range Rules shall be determined by the BOD and may be assigned
by it as permitted by the Bylaws. All members are required to not only obey the current Range Rules but also
any temporary rulings as authorized by the BOD. Anyone who has any question concerning the interpretation of
any rule should make inquiry of the President.
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3. RULE ENFORCEMENT
Every member is responsible to not only be informed of all of the current Range Rules but obey those rules at
all times. Ignorance of the Range Rules is not an acceptable excuse for failure to comply. Disagreement with
the Range Rules is also not an acceptable excuse for failure to comply. When there is a question on the range
regarding the rules, the RSO on duty shall have the final say until higher authority can be consulted and
continued use of facilities will be based upon compliance.
Every member is required upon acceptance into the club to acknowledge receipt of a copy of the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP) that includes the Range Rules. Every member is also required to attach updates
and revisions to their copy of the SOP and Range Rules as they are issued. Every member is responsible to
counsel any member or guest observed to be violating a Range Rule. Anyone so counseled will not take offense
but accept the counseling in the spirit of maintaining a safe shooting facility. Infractions must be reported to a
Range Safety Officer (RSO) or to a member of the club leadership promptly, who will then be responsible for
filing a Safety Report (SR). The RSO’s are charged specifically with the authority to enforce the Range Rules.
HOWEVER, WHEN A RANGE RULE IS BROKEN, THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR BREAKING THE RULE
WILL ALWAYS REMAIN WITH THE MEMBER OR GUEST.
Temporary Suspension of Shooting Privileges: An RSO may temporarily suspend the shooting privileges of
any shooter including another RSO or guest for unsafe acts or improper behavior. The RSO shall have the
discretion to ask someone to stop shooting and leave the line if in the opinion of the RSO the safety of other
shooters, club property or the community is being threatened. Any such suspension must always be
accompanied with a Safety Report. The name(s) of the person(s) suspended must also be noted in both the
Shooting Range Log-in Sheet and the RSO Sign-in Sheet. The President is also to be notified immediately.
The BOD shall determine whether club privileges will be restored after investigation.
All Safety Reports are to be reviewed in accordance with procedures established by the BOD, and as required
by the Bylaws. Corrective actions will be handled as required by the Bylaws. Any member who is temporarily
suspended or selectively prohibited the use of club facilities after due process and is later found to be in
violation of the terms of suspension or prohibition is subject to expulsion even if the original charge was not
found to warrant expulsion.
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4. RANGE RULES
The following primary rules, which are a part of both the rifle and pistol range rules, are a requirement for the
use of any range facility:

I.
II.
III.
IV.

No firearm is to be loaded until time to use.
The trigger is not to be touched until time to shoot.
The muzzle is to be pointed in a safe direction at all times.
No firearm is to be touched when persons are downrange.

Clarifications:
I.

“time to use” means when the firearm is on the firing line and the Range Safety Officer gives the
command to “COMMENCE FIRE”. No firearm is ever to be brought to the firing line loaded. No
loaded firearm is ever to be removed from the firing line. (See special section on malfunctioning
firearms.) All firearms on the line are to be unloaded when the Range Safety Officer gives the
command to “UNLOAD”. This includes firearms carried on the person either open or concealed,
except for law enforcement officers on active duty. “Loaded” means that live ammunition or balland-powder is contained within the body of the firearm even if pulling the trigger cannot cause a
discharge.

II.

“time to shoot” means that the Range Safety Officer has ordered that FIRING may commence, the
firearm is loaded and the muzzle is trained on the designated target. The trigger should not be
touched at any other time. When using the trigger to de-cock the firing mechanism, it should
always be done before the line is called safe to go forward with the firearm aimed at the designated
target as though it was loaded. Pulling the trigger to check the function of the safety should also
only be done during live fire and before the line is called safe with the firearm aimed as though it
was loaded.

III.

“pointed in a safe direction” means that when the firearm is capable of firing it is always aimed at
the designated target. It is not acceptable to raise the muzzle of a firearm over the backstop and
particularly over the tree line while preparing to fire. In the case of a rifle, the firearm should be
pushed out toward the targets as it is brought to shoulder and settling to fire. In the case of a pistol,
the firearm should be raised only up to the top of the targets before settling to fire. All firearms on
the line even those checked to be empty should still have their muzzles pointed toward the targets.
Muzzleloaders have to be charged with ball and powder with the barrel skyward but should not be
primed until the muzzle is pointed toward the targets. After verifying that the firearm is unloaded,
it may be moved off the line or to another shooting point with the muzzle pointed up.

IV.

“when persons are downrange” means that when the line has been called safe for the purpose of
checking and changing targets, all persons must stay behind the yellow line on the firing line all the
time the line is safe. This is to ensure that no firearm is touched while persons are at obvious risk.
During this time no gun may be touched in any rack or inside any case or other container. Nor is
any uncased or unboxed firearm to be brought to the range when persons are in front of the firing
line. No person on the range may have a gun on their person when persons are in front of the firing
line except for on-duty law enforcement.
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Arriving at the Range
Access to the range is on a minimally paved road that passes through a residential area. It is important to
always be a good neighbor by driving at a responsible speed not only to be safe but also to keep dust to a
minimum and pavement in place.
There are two locked chains on the main gate. One can be unlocked only by a Range Safety Officer. All
members in good standing will be given the combination to the other chain. Combinations are never to be given
out to anyone else. If someone is waiting at the gate with a “sob story” about losing or forgetting the
combination, they are to be told to contact a member of the club leadership to get the combination. They are
not to be given admittance. The gate is to be kept locked except when there is an open event in progress or
during scheduled shooting, orientation and maintenance. After unlocking or locking all the combination
numbers are to be set to zero.
All members are to wear their club identification badges in plain view at all times when on club property even
when attending an event open to guests. Member’s guests must wear a provided guest identification badge.
When arriving at the range, the member should first make contact with the Range Safety Officer on duty.
The on-duty RSO is logged into the Shooting Range Log-in Sheet and will be wearing distinctive orange
clothing. No uncased or unboxed firearms should ever be brought from the parking lot to the range area without
being escorted by the RSO on duty and only then when the firing line is made 'hot' meaning that shooters on the
range are allowed to handle firearms and no persons are forward of the firing line.

No loaded firearms are ever to be brought to the firing line even if boxed or cased. When removing a firearm
from the box or case it should be done on the firing line with the muzzle pointed downrange. Any rifle that is in
the rifle rack behind the line on the Rifle Range must have the action open and an empty chamber indicator in
place. (added February, 2017)
No firearms are ever to be worn on the range except by an on-duty law enforcement officer. An exception is
also granted to an on-duty RSO when attending the range alone. All persons carrying concealed must conform
to the concealed handgun laws of North Carolina at all times.
All firing on any range must be "aimed" and "controlled". No guns are ever to be allowed on the range that will
fire more than one shot with a single pulling of the trigger. No guns equipped with "bump fire", cranks or any
other device that is designed to rapidly fire the gun is permitted. No excessively rapid firing of any gun is
permitted. Typically this means more than one shot every 2 seconds or less. In cases of rapid firing that is not
excessive, shots must always strike the intended target and impact the backstop. The RSO will enforce this.
(added October, 2017)
Sometimes the RSO lock will be off the main gate indicating that there is an RSO on-site but the RSO present
may be assigned to a range different from the one the member would like to use. The scheduled RSO is
permitted to supervise a different range but only until a member arrives that wishes to shoot on the range for
which the RSO was scheduled. The RSO must sign in on the RSO Register for the range being supervised.

In no case will any shooting ever be done on a range without an RSO on duty.
Sometimes a range will be in use by one or more RSO’s who are not scheduled for duty. Even in that case, one
of the RSO’s must be signed in as the on-duty RSO before any shooting occurs. However, an unscheduled RSO
that is signed in as the on-duty RSO is under no obligation to supervise the range for members and guests.
RSO’s are encouraged to do so out of courtesy. However, the supervision of members and guests of varying
skill levels takes effort and attention away from the RSO’s shooting time. For that reason, an unscheduled but
6
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on-duty RSO may refuse to let a member shoot under his supervision and the member must abide by that
decision.
All members are to sign into the Shooting Range Log-In Sheet when they first arrive. The RSO on duty must
be recorded on the Shooting Range Log-In Sheet and also the RSO Log-In Sheet. The RSO on duty should also
wear some distinguishing object or attire such as a hat, vest or RSO badge. All requested information is to be
entered in the book. Guests may only shoot if accompanied by the sponsoring member and they must be signed
in. Furthermore, the member is responsible to ensure that the guest obeys the range rules.
Members, guests and any RSO’s not on duty will obey the directions and commands of the on-duty RSO. Of
course, proper behavior and language is expected at all times.
Range commands are extremely formal for registered and approved shooting matches. They are less formal for
fun matches and even less formal for practice shooting. But they are always important.
In every case, the most important thing to remember, regardless of what type of shooting is taking place, is to
never handle a firearm unless directed to do so by the RSO. The command to handle firearms will only come
after anyone forward of the firing line is safely back and the RSO has confirmed that there is nothing on the
range that prevents safe shooting.
Some RSO’s like to use the expression, “The line is hot.” when the range is clear for shooting. That is an
acceptable variation. If unsure of what is meant by the command, ask the RSO. Never guess.
When ordered to unload and the firearm is to remain either on the bench or back in the rack, the shooter is
required to open the action and insert an empty chamber flag in the unloaded gun to signal that it is safe.
Colored plastic weed trimmer string is provided along the line for the shooter to use as an empty chamber flag.
The RSO is to verify that all guns are unloaded before calling the line safe for persons to go forward to check
targets.
While the line is safe, persons remaining on the firing line are to stay behind the yellow line behind the shooting
benches. No gun is to be touched on a bench or in a rack. No unboxed or uncased guns are to be brought to the
range without RSO escort. No handguns are to be carried except by an on-duty law enforcement officer. No
one downrange should ever need to worry about an accidental discharge back on the line.
If anyone observes an unsafe condition like wildlife on the range or trespassers inside the fence, they should
immediately shout out:
Cease fire! Cease fire!
All shooting is to be suspended immediately and all shooters are to stand by and listen for the next command.
It may not be necessary to unload the guns and make the line safe. It will be at the discretion of the RSO as to
how to proceed. Under no circumstances is a round to be fired after the Cease Fire command is given.
Failure to comply will generate a Safety Report.
Posted Rules and Commands
Range rules and range commands will be posted at each range. All shooters are encouraged to review the rules
with each visit to the range.
Leaving the Range
Before leaving the firing line, all guns are to be verified as unloaded. No guns are to be handled unless the
range is clear (no one forward of the firing line) and the RSO has issued a command that firearms may be
handled.
7
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Guns are to be boxed or cased on the line. Unboxed or uncased unloaded firearms should only be moved to
vehicles when directed by the RSO. A holster, even with flap, does not count as the gun being cased. Properly
boxed and cased unloaded guns may be moved from and to the firing line at any time.
When the line is called safe to go forward, the targets and frames being used shall be retrieved and properly
stored.
The Shooting Range Log-In Sheet is to be signed out before leaving. Members are responsible for guests.
The gate locking chain is to be padlocked behind when leaving and all numbers returned to zero. No one
waiting at the gate should be admitted. Everyone entering the range must work the lock.
Camping at the Range
The range, parking lot and assembly building are available to guests camping overnight provided that an RSO is
present. No open fires are permitted in any building. All firearm-handling rules apply.
Range Commands

(added February, 2017)

Range commands for the various competitions will be different from the standard commands used for practice
shooting and will be covered in the briefing before a competitive event. If unsure about the commands, a new
competitor is expected to request the match director or the chief range officer of the event to review the
commands that will be used to control shooting.
For typical practice shooting, the following commands will be used on both ranges:
The command to handle firearms and begin firing is as follows:
EVERYONE IS BACK. THE RANGE IS SAFE. YOU MAY HANDLE YOUR FIREARMS
AND COMMENCE FIRE.
The command to stop firing is as follows:
CEASE FIRE, CEASE FIRE. UNLOAD. ACTIONS OPEN. MAGAZINES OUT. EMPTY
CHAMBER INDICATORS IN PLACE. GUNS ON THE BENCH. MAKE THE LINE SAFE
AND MOVE BEHIND THE LINE.
The command to go forward of the firing line to service targets is as follows:
THE LINE IS SAFE. YOU MAY GO FORWARD AND SERVICE TARGETS. EVERYONE
ELSE STAY BEHIND THE LINE AND DO NOT HANDLE ANY FIRARMS.
Range Safety Officer Special Stipulations

(added February, 2017)

The RSO on duty must stop shooting and directly supervise whenever a probationary member or guest is
shooting on the line.
The RSO on duty must stop shooting and directly supervise shooters whenever 3 or more non-RSO's are
shooting or the distance between the shooters on the line makes it difficult to oversee their shooting. RSO's are
encouraged to keep the distance between shooters at a practical minimum for effective oversight.
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RANGE RULES – RIFLE RANGE
Range safety requires continuous attention to safe gun handling and caution in moving about the
range. The following rules have been established to promote safety and to govern the use of the
range. They are enforced by the members themselves (see Rule #5 and #13) and by a Range Safety
Officer (RSO) who must be present for members to use the range. All members are obligated to
abide by our range rules and obey the commands of the Range Safety Officer. Failure to do so could
result in the loss of your membership.

THE THREE CARDINAL NRA RULES OF SAFE GUN HANDLING ARE:
1.

Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

2.

Always keep your finger off the trigger until the gun is pointed at the target.

3.

Always keep the action open (magazines out, slides back, cylinders open) and the gun
unloaded until you are on the firing line ready to fire.

4.

Local Cardinal Rule: Before anyone may go forward of the firing line, all firearms must
be unloaded with the actions open and benched with the muzzle pointed downrange.
Those remaining on the firing line will step away from the line and remain there until
everyone has returned from down range. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL

FIREARMS BE HANDLED WHILE ANYONE IS AHEAD OF THE FIRING LINE.
5.

The responsibility for safely using and handling firearms always remains with the shooter. The RSO is
not responsible for the failure of the shooter to follow the rules or for other unsafe acts. The RSO is
however, charged with the responsibility and given the authority for enforcing the rules to the best of
his/her ability and judgment. Failure to obey the rules or the commands of the RSO will subject the
shooter to suspension of shooting privileges or expulsion from the club.
(added 063008)

6.

Firearms being allowed to be handled on the line will be unloaded and carried with the action open (bolt
face visible, detachable magazines removed) and with the muzzle pointed up until safely rested
(benched or grounded) with the muzzle pointed downrange or racked with the muzzle pointed up.

7.

Loaded firearms are permitted on the firing line only and will be pointed downrange at all times. A
loaded firearm will never be passed from one person to another, or left unattended on the firing line.

8.

Treat every gun as if it were loaded until you have personally proved otherwise.

9.

Obey instantly all firing line commands. At the command, CEASE FIRING all shooters must
IMMEDIATELY unload and bench or ground their guns with the actions open.

10.

Whenever a misfire or other malfunction occurs, the firearm will be pointed downrange until the
malfunction is corrected and the firearm is rendered safe. (See paragraph on “Malfunctioning Firearms
of All Types”.
9
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RANGE RULES – RIFLE RANGE
11.

Dry firing is permitted on the firing line only. Dry firing or other gun handling in back of the firing line
is prohibited.

12.

Rifles may be cleaned on the firing line with the muzzles pointed downrange or up. This must be done
only while firing is permitted.

13.

A discussion reviewing Rules 1,2,3 and 4 of the rules of safe gun handling will be conducted by the
Chief Range Officer before each tournament.

Use of the Range
14.

It is the responsibility of each member to see that the range is operated safely. All safety rules will be
observed at all times and enforced by the RSO on duty.

15.

The range will not be open unless there is a scheduled RSO on duty or an off-duty RSO assumes the
duty, signs in, and opens the range. Further, the range will not be open whenever there is no land
line connection to the range or there is no cell phone in service . All members, including their guest,
will sign-in upon arriving at the range, and sign-out when leaving the range. All members and guest will
wear identifications badges at all times when on club property. Under no circumstances will any firing
be done on the range unless there is a signed in RSO assuming duty. The on-duty RSO may, at his or
her discretion, close the range when the temperature is below 30 F.

16.

Shoot only from the designated firing points on the firing line and only into established backstops. Do
not shoot diagonally across the range at targets that have not been specifically assigned to that firing
point.
Each firing point will have the approved target numbers posted at the point for each of the approved
distances. In addition, each firing point will also have posted in place the approved shooting positions
permitted. As the baffle project progresses, more firing points may be opened to 200 yard centerfire
shooting and/or more firing points may be opened to centerfire kneeling, sitting and prone shooting
positions.
The assigned RSO will have the official updated schedule of the approved target numbers for each firing
point for each approved distance and shooting position. If there are any questions, the RSO must be
consulted before any firing occurs.
a. All centerfire shooting must be done only from firing points approved for centerfire shooting.
b. Muzzle loading long guns and centerfire rifles may be fired on the approved centerfire firing
points from the bench or in the offhand standing position with or without artificial support.
c. Firing point #43 is to be used for shotgun patterning only using a special frame placed at 40
yards.
d. When anyone is going forward of the 100 yard berm at any time that the range is open for
shooting it is required that the red paddle on the right end of the 100 yard berm be raised to
signal to the line that someone is in a forward area. No handling of any firearms on the line is
to be permitted when the red paddle is in the ‘Up’ position.
(added/amended 081611)
e. Shooting over the entire rifle range is permitted only in the standing position or from the
provided shooting benches. (Standing includes the use of cross sticks.) Shooters may not sit,
kneel or lie down on top of the benches to shoot. The prone, sitting and kneeling positions
typically used in competition-type rifle shooting are prohibited. Centerfire and rimfire
10
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calibers other than .22 short, long and long rifle are to be fired only from the designated high
power points. (added June, 2012; and amended 022014 and 060716)
f. Loaded firearms must always be pointed at the targets. This includes firearms that are in the
process of being loaded. When shooting in the sitting, kneeling and especially prone positions,
there is a natural tendency to let the muzzle rise up during loading. Letting the muzzle rise
above the targets is a violation of the range rules and the RSO’s are required to correct this
behavior. Shooters should not take offense if cautioned about this. It is being done to ensure
safe shooting and protect our range. (added June, 2012)
g. The shooter is responsible for where the bullets from his/her firearm are striking the backstop
berm. Ideally the bullet strikes will be about mid-way up the face of the berm. However,
shooting position, (sitting at the bench or standing), and the shooter's height as well as how the
shooter is holding the firearm can greatly affect where the bullet will strike the berm. The
shooter may have to position the target at a different heights on the target frame cardboard
backer in order to achieve the correct bullet strike location. The RSO will be glad to assist the
shooter to use the right target frame and the right target height in the frame for the shooter
and the chosen shooting position. Only one target at a time is allowed to used on a frame and
is to be centered side to side to minimize possible damage to the frame from an errant shot.
(added February, 2017)

h. The use of the red target frame for all 50 yard shooting is currently required. However, use of
the red target frame by itself does not ensure that the bullet strikes will be correct. The
location of where the target is actually placed in the frame must take into consideration other
factors that affect bullet flight angle. Red target frames may be used at other distances to
achieve correct bullet strikes. (added February, 2017)
17.

To ensure impact directly on a backstop at 100 or 120 yards, it is permissible to fire only pistols
suitable for hunting at 100 yards. Such pistols must be shot only from a bench rest and must have
a barrel length of at least 5 ½" and fire center-fire ammunition at least as powerful as a .357
magnum caliber. All other pistols must be fired on the pistol range. Whenever a particular pistol
or load is in question, the acting RSO shall have full discretion.
(amended 120711)

18.

Shooting is prohibited before 9 A.M. and after sunset. Center fire shooting is prohibited on
Sundays before 1:00 P.M. Shoot only rim-fire before 1:00 P.M. on Sundays. (amended 051816)

19.

Any accident resulting in personal injury to any person while on club property must be reported on an
Accident Report to the Club President and the Executive Officer immediately and in writing within 24
hours.

20.

Plinking on tin cans, bottles and other miscellaneous objects is prohibited.

21.

Members must accompany their guests, and assume full responsibility for their actions. Guests may use
the range facilities only with the permission of the Range Safety Officer. Members will maintain
constant observation of their guests while their guests are shooting. Members will not shoot at the
same time their guests are shooting.
(amended 111899)
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GENERAL
22.

The firing of caliber .50 BMG cartridges or full automatic weapons on the range is prohibited. Use of
tracers, armor piercing or incendiary ammunition is prohibited. Suppressors/Silencers are permitted
with the following restrictions: 1) Silencers/Suppressors may be already in place on the firearm when
brought to the range; 2) Firearms with devices must be presented to the RSO for inspection before being
allowed to shoot; 3) The RSO may at his/her discretion request to see a copy of the BATFE registration
before the shooter is allowed to shoot with the device; 4) Should the shooter refuse to produce the
registration or a copy upon request, they will not be allowed to shoot with the device and the RSO is
obligated to report the incident in a Safety Report for follow-up by the Club President.
(amended 081806 and added 121813 and 022014 and added/amended 7/22/15. Restriction against handguns removed 2/11/16)

23.

The combinations to the locks at our range are for the use of club members only. Members who divulge
the combination to non-members risk the loss of their membership.

24.

The lock at the entrance gate is normally locked except during scheduled tournaments and clean
up/work days. Probationary members who have not yet been issued the combination to the gate should
call ahead to verify that the range is being manned by an RSO and that the RSO is willing to open the
gate so the probationary member may shoot. Members should also call ahead to make sure range will be
attended by an RSO.
(amended 12/17/15)

25.

Your sight and your hearing are your responsibility. Adequate protection is encouraged. Hearingimpaired* members and guests must each be accompanied by a hearing-capable, non-shooting
partner when using the range. *(“Hearing-impaired” means that an individual is incapable of
hearing range commands.)

26.

Always use range courtesy. Remind others to put on eye and ear protection before you begin firing,
especially when shooting center-fire ammunition.

27.

The club property is considered a wildlife sanctuary. Hunting on club property and/or killing of wildlife
is prohibited.

28.

Never touch a gun without the owner’s permission.

29.

Keep the range clean. Each member is responsible for picking up his or her targets, ammunition boxes,
brass etc., as well as storing of target frames in their appropriate places before leaving the range.
Dispose of used targets in the proper waste containers.

30.

Select the proper frame for the range, and be certain that all bullets impact directly into a backstop at
100, 120 or 200 yards. Use club provided frames only. Personal metal targets are prohibited. Targets
representing human form are prohibited. The use of club provided metal swinging silhouette targets is
permitted for smallbore silhouette practice under the following conditions:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

31.

There is one swinging silhouette target for each animal size assigned to one shooting point
The use of swinging silhouette targets will be under the supervision of the Range Safety Officer.
Targets will be locked up with an RSO padlock when not in use.
The swinger must be properly positioned in the center of the silhouette pit using the designated
ground sleeves and with the backstop in the raised angled position.
Only .22 caliber standard velocity ammunition shall be used.
(amended 022014)

Tournament target frames are reserved for tournament use only.
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Juniors
32.

Any parent or guardian or other adult in the company of children shall be responsible for the conduct of
the children.

Alcohol and Drugs
33.

Alcoholic beverages and shooting don’t mix. The consumption of these beverages on club property at
any time is prohibited.

34.

Any person obviously under the influence of alcohol or drugs or those whose faculties are deemed to be
impaired through the use of drugs or medication will not be permitted to shoot.

BLACK POWDER
1.

NO SMOKING on the firing line or in the loading area when black powder, pyrodex
and/or other black powder substitutes are in use.

2.

Always use a powder measure when loading.

3.

Prime or cap the firearm only when on the firing line and with the firearm pointed down
range.

4.

Be sure the firearm is unloaded when leaving the firing line.

5.

If a misfire occurs, keep the firearm pointed down range until it is cleared or removed
from the line under the supervision of the RSO.

These special rules are intended to supplement the range rules. They apply only to black
powder shooting. They are not intended to create conflict with the other range rules.
Black powder shooting necessitates special circumstances in loading and handling that
require all shooters and RSO’s to use consideration and good judgment so that we may safely
coordinate black powder and cartridge shooting on our ranges. (Updated 091207)
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MALFUNCTIONING FIREARMS OF ALL TYPES
It is the shooter’s responsibility that his/her firearm operates properly and is also safe to use and
transport. The on-duty RSO shall have the discretion to rule any firearm observed to be malfunctioning
as unsafe and have it removed from the line.
If the action of a firearm cannot be opened to verify that it is unloaded or a loaded cartridge or empty
case cannot be removed from the firearm or, in the case of black powder, a loaded charge cannot be
fired, the RSO shall have the discretion to use reasonable means to ensure that the firearm is unlikely to
fire before it is removed from the line. However, the shooter shall remain responsible for the safety of the
firearm and that it is safe to remove from the line and transport. If the shooter does not feel the firearm
is safe, the shooter may call for a gunsmith or other knowledgeable person to come to the range and
assist. The use of the range may have to be suspended under these circumstances with no one going
forward of the firing line until a suspect firearm can be shown to be safe. The RSO shall have full
discretion in these matters.
The club does not yet have the means to safely quarantine on-site a potentially unsafe firearm in a sturdy
steel “safe box” until expert assistance can be obtained. An unsafe firearm may have to remain on the
range, locked down or otherwise, and the range closed until the situation can be resolved and the status
so-noted in both the Shooting Range and RSO Log-In Sheets.
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ASHEVILLE RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, INC.
Asheville, North Carolina

RANGE RULES – PISTOL RANGE
Range safety requires continuous attention to safe gun handling and caution in moving about the
range. The following rules have been established to promote safety and to govern the use of the
range. They are enforced by the members themselves (see Rule #5 and #13) and by a Range Safety
Officer (RSO) who must be present for members to use the range. All members are obligated to
abide by our range rules and obey the commands of the Range Safety Officer. Failure to do so could
result in the loss of your membership.

THE THREE CARDINAL NRA RULES OF SAFE GUN HANDLING ARE:
1.

Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

2.

Always keep your finger off the trigger until the gun is pointed at the target.

3.

Always keep the action open (magazines out, slides back, cylinders open) and the gun
unloaded until you are on the firing line ready to fire.

4.

Local Cardinal Rule: Before anyone may go forward of the firing line, all firearms must
be unloaded with the actions open and benched with the muzzle pointed downrange.
Those remaining on the firing line will step away from the line and remain there until
everyone has returned from down range. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL

FIREARMS BE HANDLED WHILE ANYONE IS AHEAD OF THE FIRING LINE.
5.

The responsibility for safely using and handling firearms always remains with the shooter. The RSO is
not responsible for the failure of the shooter to follow the rules or for other unsafe acts. The RSO is
however, charged with the responsibility and given the authority for enforcing the rules to the best of
his/her ability and judgment. Failure to obey the rules or the commands of the RSO will subject the
shooter to suspension of shooting privileges or expulsion from the club.
(added 063008)

6.

Uncased firearms will be immediately unloaded and carried with the action open (slides back,
magazines out, cylinders open) and with the muzzle pointed up until benched with the muzzle pointed
downrange.

7.

Loaded firearms are permitted on the firing line only and will be pointed downrange at all times. A
loaded firearm will never be passed from one person to another, or left unattended on the firing line.

8.

Treat every gun as if it were loaded until you have personally proved otherwise.

9.

Obey instantly all firing line commands. At the command, CEASE FIRING all shooters must
IMMEDIATELY unload and bench or ground their guns with the actions open.

10.

Whenever a misfire or other malfunction occurs, the firearm will be pointed downrange until the
malfunction is corrected and the firearm is rendered safe or determined to be safe by the RSO.

11.

Dry firing is permitted on the firing line only. Dry firing or other gun handling in back of the firing line
is prohibited.
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RANGE RULES – PISTOL RANGE
12.

A discussion reviewing Rules 1,2,3 and 4 of the rules of safe gun handling will be conducted by the
Chief Range Officer before each tournament.

Use of the Range
13.

It is the responsibility of each member to see that the range is operated safely. All safety rules will be
observed at all times and enforced by the RSO on duty.

14.

The range will not be open unless there is a scheduled RSO on duty or an off-duty RSO assumes the
duty, signs in, and opens the range. Further, the range will not be open whenever there is no
landline telephone service. All members, including their guest, will sign-in upon arriving at the range,
and sign-out when leaving the range. All members and guest will wear identification badges at all times
when on club property. Under no circumstances will any firing be done on the range unless there is a
signed in RSO assuming duty. The on-duty RSO may, at his or her discretion, close the range when
the temperature is below 30 F.
(amended 091207)

15.

Shoot only from the standing position in the style of the conventional pistol shooter. It is permissible to
shoot with two hands. Club provided range boxes may be used for support. Only pistols are permitted
on the pistol range. ( with the exception of air/CO2 rifles on the short pistol range)
(amended 012002 & 111313)

16.

Shoot only from the designated firing points on the firing line and only into the established backstop.
Do not shoot diagonally across the range or from the bench tops.

17.

Shooting is prohibited before 9 A.M. and after sunset. Center fire shooting is prohibited on
Sundays before 1:00 P.M. Shoot only rim-fire before 1:00 P.M. on Sundays. (amended 051816)

18.

Any accident resulting in personal injury to any person while on club property must be reported on an
Accident Report to the Club President and the Executive Officer, immediately, and in writing within 24
hours.

19.

Plinking on tin cans, bottles and other miscellaneous objects is prohibited.

20.

Members must accompany their guests, and assume full responsibility for their actions. Guests may use
the range facilities only with the permission of the Range Safety Officer. Members will maintain
constant observation of their guests while their guests are shooting. Members will not shoot at the
same time their guests are shooting.
(amended 111899)

GENERAL
21.

The firing of caliber .50 BMG cartridges or full automatic weapons on the range is prohibited. Use of
tracers, armor piercing or incendiary ammunition is prohibited. Shot shell ammunition is prohibited on
the Pistol Range.
(amended 061401)

22.

The combinations to the locks at our range are for the use of club members only. Members who divulge
the combination to non-members risk the loss of their membership.
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23.

The lock at the entrance gate is normally locked except during scheduled tournaments and clean
up/work days. Probationary members who have not yet been issued the combination to the gate should
call ahead to verify that the range is being manned by an RSO and that the RSO is willing to open the
gate so the probationary member may shoot. Members should also call ahead to make sure range will be
attended by an RSO.
(amended 12/17/15)

24.

Your sight and your hearing are your responsibility. Adequate protection is encouraged. Hearingimpaired* members and guests must each be accompanied by a hearing-capable, non-shooting
partner when using the range. *(“Hearing-impaired” means that an individual is incapable of
hearing range commands.)

25.

Always use range courtesy. Remind others to put on eye and ear protection before you begin firing,
especially when shooting center-fire ammunition.

26.

The club property is considered a wildlife sanctuary. Hunting on club property and/or killing of wildlife
is prohibited.

27.

Never touch a gun without the owner’s permission.

28.

Keep the range clean. Each member is responsible for picking up his or her targets, ammunition boxes,
brass etc., as well as storing of target frames in their appropriate places before leaving the range.
Dispose of used targets in the proper waste containers.

TARGET FRAMES
29.

Hang one target only, centered on the target frame. Use club provided frames only. Personal metal
targets are prohibited. Targets representing human form are prohibited.
29a. The Short Pistol Range is under the same basic range rules as the rest of the Pistol Range and is
intended to be supervised by the same RSO. No targets depicting any kind of human form are ever
permitted. Bullseye type targets, targets with animal shapes and the B-27-C repair centers are
acceptable types of targets. The Short Pistol Range is designed for aimed and controlled shooting
and not for practicing the drawing of a gun from a holster or from some concealed location. No
high-energy commercially loaded ammunition is permitted that has a muzzle energy over 585 ft.lbs.
and that includes .44 Magnum, 10mm Auto, .454 Casull, .500 S&W, etc. (amended 021711 and 022014)
29b. The shooting of BB and pellet guns, both rifle and pistol, is approved for the Short Pistol Range. The
same rules apply as for any other firearm. A guest must have a member watching them shoot and
the member must not be distracted by shooting at the same time. (added 111513)
29c. The Archery Range is now independent of the Pistol Range supervision and may be used without an
RSO in attendance.
(amended 12/17/15)

30.

Tournament target frames are reserved for tournament use only.

31.

On Wednesday afternoons, half of the pistol range turning targets may be disconnected at the turning
mechanism, otherwise all targets will remain stationary.

32.

Handguns may be shot with Silencers/Suppressors provided the shooter and device is in compliance
with the rules in paragraph 22. of the Rifle Range Rules.
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Juniors
33.

Any parent or guardian or other adult in the company of children shall be responsible for the conduct of
the children.

Alcohol and Drugs
34.

Alcoholic beverages and shooting don’t mix. The consumption of these beverages on club property at
any time is prohibited.

35.

Any person obviously under the influence of alcohol or drugs or those whose faculties are deemed to be
impaired through the use of drugs or medication will not be permitted to shoot.
(Updated 091207)

MALFUNCTIONING FIREARMS OF ALL TYPES
It is the shooter’s responsibility that his/her firearm operates properly and is also safe to use and
transport. The on-duty RSO shall have the discretion to rule any firearm observed to be malfunctioning
as unsafe and have it removed from the line.
If the action of a firearm cannot be opened to verify that it is unloaded or a loaded cartridge or empty
case cannot be removed from the firearm, the RSO shall have the discretion to use reasonable means to
ensure that the firearm is unlikely to fire before it is removed from the line. However, the shooter shall
remain responsible for the safety of the firearm and that it is safe to remove from the line and transport.
If the shooter does not feel the firearm is safe, the shooter may call for a gunsmith or other
knowledgeable person to come to the range and assist. The use of the range may have to be suspended
under these circumstances with no one going forward of the firing line until a suspect firearm can be
shown to be safe. The RSO shall have full discretion in these matters.
The club does not yet have the means to safely quarantine on-site a potentially unsafe firearm in a sturdy
steel “safe box” until expert assistance can be obtained. An unsafe firearm may have to remain on the
range, locked down or otherwise, and the range closed until the situation can be resolved and the status
so-noted in both the Shooting Range and RSO Log-In Sheets.
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5. RANGE SAFETY OFFICER PROGRAM
o

All shooting is to be supervised by one or more trained Range Safety Officers (RSO) with one RSO always being designated as
the on-duty RSO and logged in accordingly.

o

Training of the Range Safety Officers is to be managed by the Range Safety Committee (RSC).

o

A roster of all trained Range Safety Officers is to be maintained by the RSC and kept current with the RSO Coordinator that
schedules RSO for the ranges each month.

o

Training of RSO’s is to be based on the NRA training materials for Range Safety Officers.

o

A member may apply to become an RSO after 3 years of active and continuous membership.

o

A minimum of 8 hours of classroom instruction and achieving a passing grade of 90% or better on the final test is required to
certify a person as a Range Safety Officer. An exception to this requirement will be granted only under very special and rare
conditions by the Board of Directors to members with exceptional knowledge of firearms and gun safety who have also given
long and distinguished service to the club.

o

Training classes are to be scheduled at least twice a year. Classes may be held for 8 hours total on a Saturday or spread out in 2
hour minimum evening classes over one or two weeks maximum. Attendance is to be kept for each class. Any absence will
require that the applicant start the sequence of classes again in their entirety at the scheduled training session.

o

Training classes must be given by NRA certified RSO instructors in order for the member to qualify for NRA RSO certification.
While NRA certification is desirable, it may not always be possible to have the necessary qualified instructors available to
conduct such training. In those cases, non-certified instructors using NRA teaching materials and tests may conduct the training
class. Certification will be noted on the roster as local club certification only and not NRA certification. Special RSO status for
special members that do take the training classes will always be local club certification. (See special forms.)

o

RSO trainees are required to pay for their training materials. The NRA materials are copyrighted. Trainees are required to buy
original NRA materials. Training cost will be refunded to the RSO at their request after one year of range duty. After the training
an RSO is certified by the NRA for a period of two years. After that period, RSO's are not required by ARPC to maintain their
NRA RSO certification. Continuing certification may be necessary at other venues but not at ARPC.
(amended 12/17/15)

o

RSO’s enjoy the privilege of being able to shoot at any permitted time that is convenient. However, it is expected that in return
for this privilege, the RSO volunteer to give at least 12 hours each quarter for scheduled range officer duty supervising either the
rifle or the pistol range so that non-RSO members also have an opportunity to shoot. The volunteered hours must be scheduled in
advance so that it can appear on the Range Schedule in order to qualify. RSO’s that do not volunteer for the required minimum
number of hours or do not fulfill their commitments for RSO duty will be subject to have their RSO status revoked and their RSO
privileges suspended accordingly by the President. Reinstatement may be either at the discretion of the President or the member
may petition the BOD for a review. The decision of the BOD is final and may require RSO retraining before reinstatement. It is
important for RSO’s to be professional and committed in order to earn their special status within the club.

o

The RSC will document the expected duties and responsibilities of the RSO as they pertain to our club. This will be included in
the RSO training materials and be made a part of the final test. Test results for each RSO are to be archived by the Club Secretary
in the official club records.

o

RSO’s represent to our members and guests the club’s commitment to safe shooting and should always display the highest
professional conduct in both range supervision and their own shooting activities. They must always be respected and always be
worthy of that respect.

o

Once NRA RSO certification is successfully completed, new ARPC RSOs will be required to complete an orientation program
at the range conducted by RSC members. The orientation will include walking the fence line (provided candidate is physically
able to do so), and a brief review of ARPC RSO procedures. In addition, it shall be required that a new RSO’s first duty shift
be in accompaniment with an existing RSO in order to provide additional clarification on RSO duties and answer any
remaining questions. The new RSO will receive credit for this first duty shift as it applies toward the annual requirement to
maintain RSO status with the ARPC. Once the aforementioned conditions are met, the RSC will notify the Membership
Committee to authorize the release of RSO credentials to the individual.

o

The RSC may recommend a new member for a “fast track” RSO program that consists of NRA RSO Training, ARPC RSO
Orientation, Twelve (12) dual-duty RSO shifts with an ARPC officer, director or RSC member and a minimum of 1-year of
membership and when all conditions are met, notify the Membership Committee to release RSO credentials.
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6. SAFETY REPORT
A Safety Report (SR) is the official document used to file safety related items and incidents. A SR shall not be
closed until the BOD issues an official written disposition of the report. All original documents related to the
SR will be given to the Club Secretary for the club archives. A copy will be given to the President to log in the
final decision and the final date. A copy will also be given to the RSC for their review. The member or
members involved will also be given a copy of the final decision.
An RSO is required to file a SR when a member or guest continues to ignore cautions and/or verbal warnings of
rules infractions.
An RSO is required to file a SR whenever there is a firearm discharge that results in the possibility that a bullet
has impacted other than the designated backstop.
An RSO is required to file a SR whenever it is necessary to suspend shooting privileges of a member or guest
for rules infractions or an unsafe firearm.
Any member may file a SR at any time to report any concern, complaint or problem related to club policy,
practices, procedures or facilities.
All Safety Reports are to be turned into the President who will assign a sequential number to the report and log
the item number and date into a tracking journal. The President will handle the matter as set forth in the bylaws
or the decision of the BOD. Once referred to the BOD, an SR shall be resolved as expeditiously as possible.
If the decision involves a long-term improvement project, full closure of the Safety Report may remain pending
until the project is completed. The President shall be able to report on the status and progress of all SR’s.
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7. RANGE SAFETY COMMITTEE
I. Authorization
The Range Safety Committee is authorized as a Standing Committee by the 2008 revision to the ARPC By-Laws. It is required to
be supported by the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee. No act of the leadership or membership may abolish this
committee except through a specific revision to the By-Laws.
II. Charter/Purpose
The charter and purpose of the Range Safety Committee (RSC) shall be to develop the means and methods by which safe
shooting and gun handling is to be ensured at our club including the establishment, communication and regular review of range
rules. All such means, methods and rules will require approval of the Board of Directors in order to be in force and binding on
the membership. The leadership of the club and not the committee shall be responsible for the enforcement of the rules. The
RSC shall not be responsible to address safety issues not related to shooting and gun handling. The RSC shall not be responsible
for the safe behavior of each member. Each member as always shall be responsible for his or her own behavior and conduct.
III. Organization
The chair of the committee is to be nominated by the Executive Committee and confirmed at the first sitting of the new Board of
Directors following the general election in May of each year. The chair may then recruit as many members from the membership
as necessary to discharge the duties of the committee. The President shall oversee the workings of the committee and be a voice
without a vote except in the case of suspending or terminating an RSO for cause.
IV. Duties
A. Develop and submit to the Executive Committee for its review and submittal to the Board of Directors, Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) for Shooting and Shooting Ranges. The SOP is to include at a minimum the following: General Range
Operations and Range Safety Rules; RSO Training Requirements; Match Procedures; Procedures for Handling, Reporting
and Resolving Incidents, Issues and Complaints.
B. Maintain Roster of Trained Range Safety Officers for RSO Coordinator
C. Review state of SOP, range conditions and administrative effectiveness as they affect safe shooting and gun handling at
least once per year and report to the Executive Committee by December with recommendations for changes or
improvements
D. Investigate all RSO reports requested by the President of any range safety violation, complaint, issue or concern and report
in a timely manner to the Executive Committee with conclusions and recommendations
E. Report to membership at general membership meetings regarding proposed or approved rule changes and other matters
related to safe shooting and gun handling
F. Develop standards of conduct for RSO's and investigate reports of non-compliance. The RSC shall have the authority to
suspend or terminate an RSO for improper conduct with a vote of at least four (4) members of the RSC. Should there be
less than four (4) members seated on the RSC at the time, the President may, in this special case, be allowed to vote and
additionally, any other elected officer may be seated as a temporary RSC member until there are at least four (4) and no
more than seven (7) members to decide the matter. The suspended or terminated RSO may appeal to the Board of
Directors with at least four (4) votes required to overturn the RSC decision. (Note: improper or unprofessional conduct of
an RSO, while cause for RSO privileges to be revoked, does not necessarily rise to sufficient cause for termination of club
membership.)
V. Funding
A line item for Safety Administration will be included in the yearly budget, the amount to be based on approved recurring
expenditures over the previous year. Other funding is to be approved by the Board of Directors on a case-by-case basis. RSO
Training is to be self-funded by the trainees.
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8.

MATCH SAFETY PROCEDURES

Shooting matches, particularly those open to invited guests, present an exceptional challenge to any host club.
Club members are expected to be familiar with the local range rules. However, no such assumption can be
made regarding guest shooters and observers even if it is someone who has been to the club before. Match
nervousness and the social pressures of being in a new place with new people may cause competitors to forget
basic safety precautions.
In order to minimize the possibility of rule violations and accidents, the following is required:


At least 6 weeks before a match is scheduled, the Match Director must submit a match program to the
President as the formal application. It must identify the following:
1. Type of Match
2. Approved or Registered and the name of the authorizing association if any
3. Name of Match Director
4. Name of Match Chief Range Officer
5. Date(s) and shooting times of Match
6. Course(s) of fire specifying range distance(s) and targets to be used
7. Match fee(s)
8. Awards
9. Range firing points to be used
10. Expected number of shooters
11. Required number of Range Safety Officers (1 RSO for every 5 shooters on the line is
recommended but can be adjusted based on shooter competence.)



The President will check the schedules to ensure no conflicts exist and also verify that the range will be
in the required condition for the match and notify the Match Director if the match is approved within
one week after receiving the application.



The President will arrange for the match to be announced to the membership at the next meeting and
also in the newsletter. Contacting guests will be the responsibility of the Match Director. Arranging for
the required Range Safety Officers will also be the responsibility of the Match Director.



The Match Chief Range Officer (MCRO) is responsible for the following:














Understanding the Match Program and general rules of the competition
Preparation of Match Commands (MCRO does not have to call the match)
Briefing the Range Safety Officers of specific Match Details affecting safety
Inspection of the range, frames and targets prior to the match
Ensuring first aid materials, communications and emergency procedures are in place prior to
the match and safely configuring the range for the match
Briefing the competitors and guests on safety rules, equipment and procedures and especially
delivering the required safety briefing to all competitors.
Supervision of all RSO’s, competitors, guests and observers before, during and after the
match to ensure safety and promote club hospitality
Securing the range after the match returning the range to normal use configuration

The Match Director will ensure that the results of the match are compiled and a match bulletin is issued
to all competitors. A copy is to be forwarded to the President for possible inclusion in general meeting
announcements and the newsletter. (Match Director may elect to announce results at meeting.)
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The Match Director is responsible for preparing a financial statement for the President that details total
entry fees, awards, cost of supplies/services/postage and net gain/loss.



The Match Director is responsible for ensuring that all competitors receive their awards.



The Match Director is responsible for communicating match results to any authorizing organization such
as the NRA. Typically, for NRA, a “registered” match requires an NRA referee be in attendance in case
a national record is set. “Approved” match scores are not eligible for a national record. NRA
Membership is no longer required for NRA matches.



For most matches, officials with the authority to affect scores or the reporting of scores are not eligible
for competition. That usually includes the Match Director, the Chief Statistical Officer, if used, and the
official Referee. Always check the rules that apply from the authorizing organization. With no referee,
a challenge over a score or a rule should be decided by a 3-person jury of those knowledgeable in the
sport, preferably persons not shooting in the competition.



First and foremost in the conducting of any shooting match is strict adherence to the established club
range rules. All deviations from the normal competition rules necessitated by conformance with the
club range rules must be clearly announced in the match program and also made part of the shooter
safety briefing prior to the match.
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9. STANDARD CLUB FORMS
The forms used in the administration of the Standard Operating Procedures are to be found in this section.
Any change to a form needs to be approved by the Board of Directors and archived in the master electronic
record and also in the master hard copy file and all obsolete forms destroyed.
The club may have other forms for membership, accounting, equipment control, etc. but only the forms directly
related to the Standard Operating Procedures of the club are required to be kept in and with this record.
General Release and Waiver Policy











The General Liability Waiver (GLW) is to be signed by every new and every current voting member of
the ARPC;
No new member can be fully instated into the club until the GLW is signed;
No current membership shall be renewed unless a GLW is signed. It only needs to signed once;
In addition, every non-voting member of the ARPC is also required to sign a GLW if they intend on
handling firearms on club property;
Every guest of the Club, both shooting and non-shooting, if they intend on handling firearms on club
property, is required to sign a GLW as a condition of being a guest of the club;
The member GLW will be turned into the Membership Committee so that a record may be kept in the
member database;
The hard signed copy of the GLW, after recording, will be forwarded to the Club Secretary to be
attached to the Member Application in the Club files;
The GLW’s signed by non-voting members and guests will be forwarded directly to the Club Secretary
who will maintain a database by name to be provided on a regular and timely basis to the Range Safety
Officers and to the Match Directors so that guests and non-voting members will only have to sign a GLW
once;
And finally, a GLW is not required for handling firearms that are enclosed in cases or boxes or handling
firearms at a swap meet that have been rendered incapable of firing.
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General Release and Liability Waiver: This document may have legal consequences: you are encouraged to read it carefully.
WHEREAS, ASHEVILLE RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, a North Carolina non-profit membership organization (ARPC) owns and
provides to its members and guests a certain property to be used as a membership only recreational and target shooting range; and
WHEREAS, the said ARPC has established and provides for a regular schedule of dates and times when the said property may be used for
the designated purposes, and further, provides the services of volunteer members as range safety personnel in order to maintain a well regulated
schedule of access and use of the facility; and
WHEREAS, the said ARPC has established a set of standard operating procedures and other rules and regulations in order to provide a
framework for the safe operation of the facility as a target shooting range, which has been provided to each member of the Club and by which each
member is responsible for their conduct and the conduct of their guests while on range property;
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises of the parties hereto, each signatory set forth below agrees that:
1) He/she assumes sole responsibility for:
a)
b)

their actions and the actions of those under their control and supervision in the use of firearms, vehicles and/or any other personal property
while on the Club premises, and all such actions or conduct shall not be attributable in any manner to ARPC, its agents or assigns;
any loss or injury which may be directly or indirectly attributable to their acts while on Club property; and agrees to indemnify the said
ARPC for any monetary damages which may be assessed against it as a result of said actions or activities.
2)

Each member/guest is familiar with and knowledgeable concerning any and all personal property used on the property. Further,
each member/guest affirms that he/she will comply immediately with instruction from range safety personnel present on the
facility. Further, each member affirms that he/she will be responsible for the actions of their guest(s) while on the property.

3)

The member/guest hereby releases forever the said ARPC, its officers, directors and range safety personnel, jointly and severally,
of any liability for the actions of the member/guest in their use of the facility, and waives any claim the member/guest believes
he/she now has or hereafter may acquire against the said ARPC, its successors and/or assigns.

4)

If the guest is a minor, or under any disability which prevents the said guest from acting in their own interests, then their
participation in any activity while on the premises shall be under the supervision of a parent or other legally designated guardian;
or if the activity is under the sponsorship of a Club or other officially sanctioned youth or disability program, then such
participation shall be under the supervision of a designated supervisor of such program or activity, which shall be solely
responsible for their action.

5)

ARPC reserves the right to refuse any person the use of the Club property in accordance with the following polices:
a)
b)
6)

Any guest may be refused permission to use the property for any reason or for no reason, in the sole discretion of the
ARPC, its officers, directors or in the judgment of any range safety personnel present on the facility.
Members of the Club are bound by the bylaws, standard operation procedures, other rules and regulations and any
infractions will be handled as provided therein.

The member/guest acknowledges that he/she has read and understands the foregoing, and executes this release and waiver of
his/her own free will and not under any form of coercion or duress; a copy of the form has been received by the member/guest.

Dated this _________________ day of _____________________, 20_________
Printed name of
member/family/guest/guardian (circle one)____________________________________________________________
Signature of
member/family/guest/guardian (circle one)_____________________________________________________________
Signature of member signing for guest________________________________________________________________
Printed name of Minor
being signed for by guardian________________________________________________________________________
Printed name of Member
if Family Member________________________________________________________________________________
(Note: Guardian designation is for parent/guardian who is not a club member allowing a minor to participate in a shooting program.)
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Tracking Number___________

SAFETY/INCIDENT REPORT

(Assigned by ARPC Mgmt.)

This form is to be used to report any serious incident, condition, concern or suggestion for improvement that involves or
affects the safety of our shooting facility. If in doubt, please file a report. Use Accident Report to report an accident.

Comments
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Signature:______________________________________________________ Date:______________
If this report is documenting an unsafe act or an incident committed by a member or
guest, please complete the following and forward to the Club President:

Name of Member or Guest:_______________________________________________________
Unsafe Act or Broken Rule Observed:______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Date Observed:_________________

RSO On-duty___________________________________

Action(s) taken:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
If the unsafe act/incident was committed by a guest, was there a GLW filled out:______________
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Match Registration and Approval Form
Type of Match:________________________________________________________________
Governing Organization (if any)__________________________________________________
Check one: ________ Unsanctioned

_________ Approved ___________ Registered

Match Director:_______________________________________________________________
Chief Range Officer:___________________________________________________________
Statistical Officer (if any):_______________________________________________________
Date(s) of Match:___________________________ Shooting Times:_____________________
Courses of Fire:________________________________________________________________
Shooting Distance(s):________________________ Types of Targets:_____________________
Match Entry Fee(s):___________________________________
Estimated Cost of Awards:______________________________
Range Firing Points to be used:____________________________________________________
Expected Number of Shooters:_____________________________________________________
Required Number of RSO’s: _________________________
Club Supplies Required:___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by:__________________________________________________
Date:_____________________________
Received by:___________________________________________________
Date:_____________________________
Disposition: ________ APPROVED

________ UNAPPROVED

Date:_____________________________
Unapproved Reason:______________________________________________________________
Signed:_________________________________________________________________________
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ASHEVILLE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB
SIGN IN SHEET – PISTOL RANGE
NO shooting on any range is to ever take place unless there is a Range Safety Officer signed in and on duty. ALL members
and guests must sign in and sign out. Members must accompany their guests and assume full responsibility for their actions. In
consideration of my being permitted to participate in the activities of the Ashville Rifle and Pistol Club, I knowingly and
intentionally waive and release, indemnify and hold harmless Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club, their directors, officers, agents,
employees and volunteers from and against all claims, actions, causes of action, liabilities, suits, expenses which are related to,
arise out of, or are in any way connected with my participation in these activities.

DATE

NAME

MEMBER
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GUEST


POINT
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SHOT
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TIME
IN

TIME
OUT

ASHEVILLE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB
SIGN IN SHEET – RIFLE RANGE
NO shooting on any range is to ever take place unless there is a Range Safety Officer signed in and on duty. ALL members and
guests must sign in and sign out. Members must accompany their guests and assume full responsibility for their actions. In
consideration of my being permitted to participate in the activities of the Ashville Rifle and Pistol Club, I knowingly and
intentionally waive and release, indemnify and hold harmless Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club, their directors, officers, agents,
employees and volunteers from and against all claims, actions, causes of action, liabilities, suits, expenses which are related to, arise
out of, or are in any way connected with my participation in these activities.

DATE

NAME

MEMBER
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TIME
IN

TIME
OUT

ASHEVILLE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB
PISTOL
DATE

NAME

RSO REGISTER
TIME
IN
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Match Safety Briefing
(to be delivered at the beginning of each relay)
Welcome to the Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club. My name is ___________________________.
I will be the ____________________________________ for today’s match.

Please be aware of the following mandatory safety rules:

No firearm is to be loaded until time to use.
The trigger is not to be touched until time to shoot.
The muzzle is to be pointed in a safe direction at all times.
No firearm is to be touched when persons are downrange.
These are MUST rules. No exceptions can be tolerated for the safety of your fellow shooters, our range
personnel, guests and our neighbors.
Failure of anyone to observe these rules may be cause to remove a competitor from the range with no
refund of match fees and to be unwelcome to this facility in the future…a course of action that we would
deeply regret.
In addition you need to know that our range is frequented by wildlife such as fox, deer and turkey. Also,
although it has never happened, there is also a chance that someone might jump a fence and wander onto
the range. Under no circumstances is shooting to occur when any person or animal is at risk in front of
the firing line.
When any condition is seen to exist that makes shooting unsafe or improper, everyone has the authority
and responsibility to yell out at any time, “Cease fire, cease fire”. All shooting is to stop immediately
until a Range Officer can make a determination of the appropriate action to follow.
Should there be a medical emergency we have a trauma kit and a phone line to call 911 for assistance.
Any questions regarding safety, our safety procedures or the range commands we will be using today
should asked at this time or be directed to me or to the other Range Safety Officers as they come up.
The continuation of our sport depends on our always being safe and responsible.

SAFETY FIRST, LAST AND ALWAYS.

Thank you for your attention.
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Local Club Range Safety Officer Certification
The following individual has received the necessary training and instruction for supervising safe shooting and
gun handling on either of the shooting ranges of the Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club. Such training is based on
the NRA Range Safety Officer training course and the final examination for comprehension.
In addition, this individual has met all of the other membership requirements of our club necessary for the
designation of Range Safety Officer.

Member Name:___________________________________________________________
Training Date(s):_________________________________________________
Final Test Score/Percentage:_____________________
Range Safety Committee:_______________________________________________
Date:_____________________

In lieu of receiving this training, the ARPC Board of Directors has determined that the individual has both
sufficient life experience and shooing experience to meet or exceed the minimum knowledge requirement for
this position.
For Board of Directors:___________________________________________________
Date:_____________________
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ASHEVILLE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB

ACCIDENT REPORT
1. DATE:___________TIME:____________LOCATION:______________________________
2. PERSON INJURED:______________________________________PHONE______________
3. HOME ADDRESS____________________________________________________________
4. AGE:_________SSN____________________________CLUB MEMBER (Y/N)__________
5. WERE FIREARMS INVOLVED (Y/N):______IF YES, ELABORATE ON REVERSE
6. WHAT WAS BEING DONE BEFORE ACCIDENT:_________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. WHAT HAPPENED TO CAUSE ACCIDENT:_____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
8. DID INJURED PERSON SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT (Y/N):______ IF YES, WHERE:
______________________________________________________________________________
9. MEDICAL PROVIDER:__________________________________PHONE_______________
10. SIGNATURE OF INJURED PERSON:___________________________________________
11. PERSON FILING REPORT:_______________________________PHONE_____________
12. OTHER WITNESSES:___________________________________PHONE:______________
____________________________________PHONE:_____________
____________________________________PHONE:_____________
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INDICATE LINE NUMBER FROM FORM FRONT AND CONTINUE COMMENTS HERE
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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